
SEPTEMBER 

Family Secret Family 

NOVEMBER 

Secret 

 

1 Sam. 25 1 Cor. 6 1 Eze. 4 Ps . 40,41  2 Ki. 14 2 Tim 4 1 Hosea 7 Ps. 120-122 

26  7 2 5 42,43  15 Titus 1 2 8 123-125 
27  8 3 6 44  16  2 3 9 126-128 
28  9 4 7 45  17  3 4 10 129-131 

29,30  10 5 8 46,47  18 Phm. 1 5 11 132-134 

31  11 6 9 48  19 Heb. 1 6 12 135,136 
2 Sam. 1  12 7 10 49  20  2 7 13 137,138 

2  13 8 11 50  21  3 8 14 139 
3  14 9 12 51  22  4 9 Joe! 1 140,141 

4,5  15 10 13 52-54  23  5 10 2 142 
6  16 11 14 55  24  6 11 3 143 
7 2 Cor. 1 12 15 56,57  25  7 12 Amos 1 144 

8,9  2 13 16 58,59  1 Chr. 1,2  8 13 2 145 
10  3 14 17 60,61  3,4  9 14 3 146,147 

11  4 15 18 62,63  5,6  10 15 4 148-150 

12  5 16 19 64,65  7,8  11 16 5 Luke 1:1-38 

13  6 17 20 66,67  9,10  12 17 6 1:39-80 

14  7 18 21 68  11,12  13 18 7 2 
15  8 19 22 69  13,14 Jam. 1 19 8 3 

16  9 20 23 70,71  15  2 20 9 4 
17  10 21 24 72  16  3 21 Obad. 1 5 
18  11 22 25 73  17  4 22 Jonah 1 6 

19  12 23 26 74  18  5 23 2 7 
20  13 24 27 75,76  19,20 1 Pet. 1 24 3 8 

21 Ga!. 1 25 28 77  21  2 25 4 9 

22  2 26 29 78:1-37  22  3 26 Micah 1 10 
23  3 27 30 78:38-72  23  4 27 2 11 

24  4 28 31 79  24,25  5 28 3 12 
1 Ki. 1  5 29 32 80  26,27 2 Pet. 1 29 4 13 

2  6 30 33 81,82  28  2 30 5 14 

 

 

OCTOBER 

Family Secret Family 

DECEMBER 

Secret 

  

1 Kings 3 Eph. 1 1 Eze. 34 Ps. 83,84  1 Chr. 29 2 Pet. 3 1 Micah 6 Luke 15 
4,5 2 2 35 85  2 Chr. 1 1 John 1 2 7  16 

6 3 3 36 86  2  2 3 Nahum 1  17 

7 4 4 37 87,88  3,4  3 4 2  18 
8 5 5 38 89  5-6:11  4 5 3  19 

9 6 6 39 90  6:12-42  5 6 Hab. 1  20 

10 Phi!. 1 7 40 91  7 2 John 1 7 2  21 
11 2 8 41 92,93  8 3 John 1 8 3  22 

12 3 9 42 94  9 Jude 1 9 Zeph. 1  23 
13 4 10 43 95,96  10 Rev. 1 10 2  24 

14 Co!. 1 11 44 97,98  11,12  2 11 3 John 1 
15 2 12 45 99-101  13  3 12 Haggai 1  2 
16 3 13 46 102  14,15  4 13 2  3 

17 4 14 47 103  16  5 14 Zech. 1  4 
18 1 Thes. 1 15 48 104  17  6 15 2  5 

19 2 16 Dan. 1 105  18  7 16 3  6 

20 3 17 2 106  19,20  8 17 4  7 
21 4 18 3 107  21  9 18 5  8 

22 5 19 4 108,109  22,23  10 19 6  9 
2 Kings 1 2 Thes. 1 20 5 110,111  24  11 20 7  10 

2 2 21 6 112,113  25  12 21 8  11 
3 3 22 7 114,115  26  13 22 9  12 
4 1 im. 1 23 8 116  27,28  14 23 10  13 

5 2 24 9 117,118  29  15 24 11  14 
6 3 25 10 119:1-24  30  16 25 12-13:1  15 

7 4 26 11 --25-48  31  17 26 13:2-9  16 

8 5 27 12 --49-72  32  18 27 14  17 
9 6 28 Hos. 1 --73-96  33  19 28 Ma!. 1  18 

10 2 Tim. 1 29 2 --97-120  34  20 29 2  19 
11,12 2 30 3,4 --121-144  35  21 30 3  20 

13 3 31 5,6 --145-176  36  22 31 4  21  

M’CHEYNE’S CALENDAR FOR DAILY BIBLE READING 

M’Cheyne:  

Robert Murray M’Cheyne (1813-1843) was a Church of Scotland minister who died before his thirtieth 
birthday. Nevertheless, his impact upon the religious life of Scotland was immense, not only through his 
preaching, but especially through his godly living. He has persisted as a powerful inspiration to generations of 
Christians due to the ongoing publication of his Memoir and Remains (compiled by his friend, Andrew Bonar). 
C.H. Spurgeon recommended that it ought surely to be in the hands of every Christian. 

M’Cheyne compiled a calendar for his people for reading through the Bible once every year. We must 
be driven more to our Bibles, and to the mercy-seat, if we are to stand in the evil day, he explained. 

The Calendar: 

 The calendar contains a center column proceeding by the day of the month. Readings to the left of it are 
for family devotions, while readings to the right are for secret (personal) devotions. The advantages over 
other plans for reading through the Bible in a year are twofold. First, the calendar directs the reader to four 
different parts of Scripture every day. It doesn’t take months, therefore, to finally arrive at the Psalms or the 
New Testament. Second, by reading just four chapters on most days, the reader progresses through the entire 
Old Testament once and the entire Psalms and the New Testament twice every year. 

Usefulness: 

M’Cheyne’s letter of introduction to the calendar pointed out that by following such a scheme, time would 
not be wasted. Often believers are at a loss to determine towards which part of the mountains of spices they 
should bend their steps. Here the question will be solved at once in a very simple manner. 

In addition, if an entire church reads together, their pastor will know in what part of the pasture the flock 
are feeding—he will thus be enabled to speak more suitably to them. And then, too, the sweet bond of 
Christian love and unity will be strengthened. We shall oftener be led to agree on earth, touching 
something we shall ask of God. We shall pray over the same promises, mourn over the same confessions, praise 
God in the same songs, and be nourished by the same words of eternal life. As to fellowship, Friends . . . will 
have a subject for profitable conversation in the portions read that day. 

Dangers:  

Wisely, M’Cheyne also warned of four dangers accompanying any such scheme. (1) Formality—Let the 
calendar perish rather than this rust eat up your souls. (2) Self-righteousness. (3) Careless reading— Some, 
by having so large a portion, may be tempted to weary of it, as Israel did of the daily manna, saying, “Our soul 
loatheth this light bread!” and to read it in a slight and careless manner. This would be fearfully provoking to God. 
(4) A yoke too heavy to bear—If this be the case with any, throw aside the fetter, and feed at liberty in the 
sweet garden of God. 

Advice: 

If we’re unable to read four chapters a day, we can still make profitable use of the calendar by dividing 
it in two. Read those chapters to the left of the dates in one year and those to the right in the next. In this way 
we may still read the entirety of Scripture every two years and the entirety of Psalms and the New Testament 
each of those two. 

If a day’s reading is missed, it’s best not to delay for the sake of recovering it. Press on with the next day’s 
readings first and then make up what was missed. 

In a letter to a young believer, M’Cheyne counseled, You read your Bible regularly, of course; but do try 
and understand it, and still more to feel it. Turn the Bible into prayer. Thus, if you are reading the lst Psalm, 
spread the Bible on the chair before you, and kneel, and pray, “O Lord, give me the blessedness of the man, 
etc.” “Let me not stand in the counsel of the ungodly, etc.” This is the best way of knowing the meaning of the 
Bible and of learning to pray. 



 
 

JANUARY 
Family Secret Family 

MARCH 

Secret 

 

Genesis 1 Matt. 1 1 Ezra 1 Acts 1  Ex. 12:22-51 Luke 15 1 Job 30 1 Cor. 16 

2 2 2  2 2  13  16 2  31 2 Cor. 1 

3 3 3  3 3  14  17 3  32 2 

4 4 4  4 4  15  18 4  33 3 
5 5 5  5 5  16  19 5  34 4 

6 6 6  6 6  17  20 6  35 5 
7 7 7  7 7  18  21 7  36 6 

8 8 8  8 8  19  22 8  37 7 
9,10 9 9  9 9  20  23 9  38 8 

11 10 10  10 10  21  24 10  39 9 

12 11 11 Neh. 1 11  22 John 1 11  40 10 

13 12 12  2 12  23  2 12  41 11 
14 13 13  3 13  24  3 13  42 12 

15 14 14  4 14  25  4 14 Prov. 1 13 
16 15 15  5 15  26  5 15  2 Gal. 1 

17 16 16  6 16  27  6 16  3 2 
18 17 17  7 17  28  7 17  4 3 

19 18 18  8 18  29  8 18  5 4 
20 19 19  9 19  30  9 19  6 5 
21 20 20  10 20  31  10 20  7 6 

22 21 21  11 21  32  11 21  8 Eph. 1 

23 22 22  12 22  33  12 22  9 2 
24 23 23  13 23  34  13 23  10 3 

25 24 24 Esther 1 24  35  14 24  11 4 
26 25 25  2 25  36  15 25  12 5 

27 26 26  3 26  37  16 26  13 6 
28 27 27  4 27  38  17 27  14 Phil. 1 

29 28 28  5 28  39  18 28  15 2 
30 Mark 1 29  6 Rom. 1  40  19 29  16 3 
31 2 30  7 2  Lev. 1  20 30  17 4 

32 3 31  8 3  2,3  21 31  18 Col. 1  

 

FEBRUARY 

Family Secret Family 

 APRIL 

Secret 
Gen. 33 Mark 4 1 Esth. 9,10 Rom. 4  Lev. 4 Ps. 1,2 1 Prov. 19 Col. 2 

34 5 2 Job 1 5   5  3,4 2  20 3 

35,36 6 3 2 6   6  5,6 3  21 4 

37 7 4 3 7   7  7,8 4  22 1 Thes. 1 

38 8 5 4 8   8  9 5  23 2 

39 9 6 5 9   9  10 6  24 3 
40 10 7 6 10   10  11,12 7  25 4 

41 11 8 7 11   11,12  13,14 8  26 5 
42 12 9 8 12   13  15,16 9  27 2 Thes. 1 

43 13 10 9 13   14  17 10  28 2 
44 14 11 10 14   15  18 11  29 3 

45 15 12 11 15   16  19 12  30 1 Tim. 1 

46 16 13 12 16   17  20,21 13  31 2 

47 Lu. 1:1-38 14 13 1 Cor.1   18  22 14 Ecc. 1 3 
48 1:39-80 15 14 2   19  23,24 15  2 4 

49 2 16 15 3   20  25 16  3 5 
50 3 17 16,17 4   21  26,27 17  4 6 

Ex. 1 4 18 18 5   22  28,29 18  5 2 Tim. 1 

2 5 19 19 6   23  30 19  6 2 

3 6 20 20 7   24  31 20  7 3 
4 7 21 21 8   25  32 21  8 4 

5 8 22 22 9   26  33 22  9 Titus 1 

6 9 23 23 10   27  34 23  10 2 

7 10 24 24 11  Num. 1  35 24  11 3 
8 11 25 25,26 12   2  36 25  12 Phm. 1 

9 12 26 27 13   3  37 26 Song 1 Heb. 1 

10 13 27 28 14   4  38 27  2 2 

11-12:21 14 28 29 15   5  39 28  3 3 
       6  40,41 29  4 4 

       7  42,43 30  5 5 

 

MAY JULY 

Family Secret Family Secret 

  

Num. 8 Ps. 44 1 Song 6 Heb. 6  Joshua 3 Ps 126-128 1 Isa. 63 Matt. 11 

9 45 2 7 7  4 129-131 2  64  12 
10 46,47 3 8 8  5-6:5 132-1 34 3  65  13 

11 48 4 Isa. 1 9  6:6-27 135,136 4  66  14 
12,13 49 5 2 10  7 137,138 5 Jer. 1  15 

14 50 6 3,4 11  8 139 6  2  16 
15 51 7 5 12  9 140,141 7  3  17 

16 52-54 8 6 13  10 142,143 8  4  18 
17,18 55 9 7 Jam. 1  11 144 9  5  19 

19 56,57 10 8-9:7 2  12,13 145 10  6  20 
20 58,59 11 9:8-10:4 3  14,15 146,147 11  7  21 

21 60,61 12 10:5-34 4  16,17 148 12  8  22 
22 62,63 13 11,12 5  18,19 149,150 13  9  23 

23 64,65 14 13 1 Pet. 1  20,21 Acts 1 14  10  24 
24 66,67 15 14 2  22 2 15  11  25 

25 68 16 15 3  23 3 16  12  26 
26 69 17 16 4  24 4 17  13  27 

27 70,71 18 17,18 5  Judges 1 5 18  14  28 
28 72 19 19,20 2 Pet. 1  2 6 19  15 Mark 1 

29 73 20 21 2  3 7 20  16  2 
30 74 21 22 3  4 8 21  17  3 

31 75,76 22 23 1 Jn. 1  5 9 22  18  4 
32 77 23 24 2  6 10 23  19  5 

33 78:1-37 24 25 3  7 11 24  20  6 
34 78:38-72 25 26 4  8 12 25  21  7 

35 79 26 27 5  9 13 26  22  8 
36 80 27 28 2 Jn. 1  10-11:11 14 27  23  9 

Deut. 1 81,82 28 29 3 Jn. 1  11:12-40 15 28  24  10 
2 83,84 29 30 Jude 1  12 16 29  25  11 

3 85 30 31 Rev. 1  13 17 30  26  12 

4 86,87 31 32 2  14 18 31  27  13  

 

JUNE 

Family Secret Family 

AUGUST 

Secret 

 

Deut. 5 Ps. 88 1 Isaiah 33 Rev. 3  Judges 15 Acts 19 1 Jer. 28 Mark 14
 

14 
6 89 2 34 4  16  20 2 29 15 
7 90 3 35 5  17  21 3 30,31 16 

8 91 4 36 6  18  22 4 32 Ps. 1,2
 

1,2 
9 92,93 5 37 7  19  23 5 33 3,4 

10 94 6 38 8  20  24 6 34 5,6 

11 95,96 7 39 9  21  25 7 35 7,8 
12 97,98 8 40 10  Ruth 1  26 8 36,45 9 

13,14 99-101 9 41 11  2  27 9 37 10 
15 102 10 42 12  3,4  28 10 38 11,12 

16 103 11 43 13  1 Sam. 1 Romans 1 11 39 13,14 

17 104 12 44 14  2  2 12 40 15,16 
18 105 13 45 15  3  3 13 41 17 

19 106 14 46 16  4  4 14 42 18 
20 107 15 47 17  5,6  5 15 43 19 

21 108,109 16 48 18  7,8  6 16 44 20,21 
22 110,111 17 49 19  9  7 17 46 22 

23 112,113 18 50 20  10  8 18 47 23,24 
24 114,115 19 51 21  11  9 19 48 25 
25 116 20 52 22  12  10 20 49 26,27 

26 117,118 21 53 Matt. 1  13  11 21 50 28,29 

27-28:19 119:1-24 22 54 2  14  12 22 51 30 
28:20-68 -25-48 23 55 3  15  13 23 52 31 

29 -49-72 24 56 4  16  14 24 Lam. 1 32 
30 -73-96 25 57 5  17  15 25 2 33 

31 -97-120 26 58 6  18  16 26 3 34 

32 -121-144 27 59 7  19 1 Cor. 1 27 4 35 

33,34 -145-176 28 60 8  20  2 28 5 36 
Josh. 1 120-122 29 61 9  21,22  3 29 Eze. 1 37 

2 123-125 30 62 10  23  4 30 2 38 

      24  5 31 3 39 

 


